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Edueation Society, named in memory of U Morrison, 1o provede a Christ
education o Chinese chitdren. Buglich was wo be purs of the cuerioniom.
vinphasis was placed on giving 4 munded education so as o produce usely
eherens, B o mensnre of their sucoess thar a number of graduses went
vy b lewders of society,

Clearly some of the prowestants of Macau, missionaries, taders
diplamuts, did do gesd although, as Haeewer Lowe bemoaned, few fulfil
Musrison's ighest bupes, This heak is cortanly usefal in bringing g
contempotary writings, bur Vicroran seyle 1s dated and many will fiod
pescderous, This is nar o baok o sie dowe and read from cover wo cover. It
aseful reference aned it is disappomtang that these s so sndex. Neverrheloss
shoutd find a plice on the boakshelves of those eerested m Macau's hissory,

Rivalry in Camton: The Control of Reussell and Co., 1838-1840
the Faunding of Awgustine Heavd and Co, 1840, by Tim Scurgis,
Loncbony: The Warren: Progs, MRIG, IBBN U981 872022 727, 112 pages.

(Reviewsd by Frol Grang

Heng Kong, e consummare city of bosiness, i bur ome produce o
surprises, shocks, twises and turns fele on the Ching coase during the
1RAR-I2, Western cenders first grappled wath severe clhaflenges arising
the sreroational depression of 1837, and then the Xingeu tmngmev'
crisis. Nest came the Lin Zexu opium crackdown, and then the Opiom |
with apporosnities sl catastrophes occasioned by war The wae &
Canron system, which received lase nites i the treaties, regquinng a
other things that Spanish $3 wmiltion be paid v forecign credioors of Hi ¢
Bingua Hoand Mowgua, Busives was theveafter tansformed. For the fol
truchers, ehiere were syriad new opportunities, and alse new competition
shocks of these years also spureed the modernization of Ching, and €
husiness, Busioess in Ching Souvishes waday i forme snd with a vigoue
wortild sugely astonish any of the particspanss 10 the previcus tghedy regn
Caantons Systen., :

Ire Rissalry in Camor, sssthor Tim Sturgis exsenines the challenges &
the parrners of the Canton house of Kaossell & Co dunng rhose extransd
years, Drawing on archoeal maseeid long ueavailuble o scholars
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Barings Archives in Lendon and wn Canadal,’ bhe provides a lively acconn
of the problems facing the o on three contioens, and the path thae saw
Angustioe Heand & Co born our of the predecessor tiom. I the years thar
furtlowed, these were the vwo Joding Unsred Seates firms eogaged o teade
with Cliina, Stergss provides a fecmanng acoount of tensions within the
oryganad fiem, denands of key clienrs, the conungs and goings of expacosares,
parenership mechanivs, wed cordlicn over shares, all leading we sobism, birgh,
and Bagure comgpetition bevwen the owo proemmens American China cease
huowses,

The book briogs co Jife muany surprises of the years TRAR-A Rosselt
& Co partner Bobers Benoet Forbes, forced back weowork by ehe collapse of
his investmencs w0 the depression of 1857, heads to China anid the strong
personadicies of the Camon office of s fro, Tarmer Joseph Coolidge seems
o b been quite sueprised by dhie angry seacton of other membess of the
firem oo bus investanent of CHLIRAE i proveedds of the London wle of a cargo,
i which he followed Banings” advice sver divect inseructions from Howagua
TL, W Biogpines, Svosgts amderstares vhe ong meschane's sages at ting eoor,
which cone the Flosequa B chousands of dotbars, Partser Willuam €. Huseer
{who spoke Chanese andd knew Bowgus Howelld vividly describes che senior
b meschasne pootiding his cane on the Hoor, demanding that Coolidge be
visked "he st be more vareful in future, muse sl care’ The sixev-one year
aled Angasoe Tleard 15 surprised oo Bid besell headed ro sartime Canton
feoan his Massachuseres rersement i Juor 1841, after Coolidge snnounced
ehe Juory 1, V840 franding of Augustine Fleord & Co ot Canton Gauchorized
by Heard - bur evidently oo expecred). Eflea Cooludge is sueprised o fiad
thar Augustine Heasd Bad already Tele Massachoseres by che nme of her
rotarn in September 1841, and busily sends Berrers off to Heand explaining
why ir husd beervabsolurely secessany go foend the Casgon fires an hus mame,

Author Tim Sturgas, ao srchutect by profession, is nor s China speciudise
and by Frank oo say so. He bas done his bomewerk, knows the eaential
serces, and has spent foog bowes an che sechives, His book is well organieed,
presented o steong running bareative, and brims wich fresh naterial, For
che Chinag teade hisvory adept, pages with foosnores - the balk of the core of
the book -~ may serve s markers denoting origingd content. Ouher seeengehs
of the book inchade the proper eosphinsis it gives va the importance of London
o the Einivedd Seates reade winh China, and msaghes o key supporting roles
plaved by women in the vrade, norably Ellen Coolidge.
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This fine Lieele book s o fash feom the pen, produced sy page of t
anthors work raward o full-fengeh bography of Russell Sturgis (180587
China rrader and o Barings partoer. A the Auther's Noge explains, ”
current book s someching upor which he stumbled madveaiendy dur
the process, and which he felr was too good a story nor te be shared wigh
athers’, While the book is inded a good seory, it i more than thae
cote coneribution, ard wndoed i viealiey, ties in s orisp descaption of
business, parenersbap and comtirsent conflices which raasformed o
Unived Seates China tradiog firmis) in the vears 183842, As such, Rinalry
Cramton oy be taken as 4 form of corretive to William €, Hunter's nost
mersory of sevcable business passively done by foreign roaders, "His
were pleasanssess and bis remstsances were peace’.3 Tt may very well be b
some of the American Ching toaders enpyed plenantness aned peace
yeears 183812 - bue not ar che atfice.

Notes

Yo Sec Ralph W Hidy, The Howie of Bureng iy Awervicgn Trside wand Finas
“ iamhnd};v,ﬁ‘c‘hm ‘-H'.u‘vara..‘f‘!:iﬁm;«twy Prown, 1999, b xvite "Some dag
thrivish firm oy opery up its archives compleiely e may even persit @8 by
101 b Brougdee dowe vo duse,”
& William €, Wunver, The “Fan Kawe’ ot Conron Befure Troaty Dy 1835
Famdnm Kegan Pad, Trench & Cu, 1882, pp. 4950 "We [Ruseell & Ca
shipped a cargo, prisipally of row silk belongag o himself, which ot
aederesd from the alk conrey, Tt ws sobd ¢ s large profie. His inmstnuctions
rhat thi prsoeds dsouid be mrored i Bas India Co. bills on Caloneea. T
sarprise and s diappoinerment, the sesuln ol the side wis mvested in a
Britah goods, It wis s mjudicies an artangement itree coude thes begog
oo ship largely of Engfich maumufacosne as hes o shipanent was sagal
gt fieele sitk was exporeed immedinely st dhe apeoing of dw
resuile showesd 2 ditlerence of many thowsand dotlars 1o bis desriment.”
3. B, pp TETA
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Changing Place: The Remarkable Stary of the Hony Kuag Shipowners.,
by Stephanie Zarach.
Eloog Kong: Hong Bong Shipowsens’ Assacistinn, HHE, 357 pages.

(Reviewed by Steplsen Duveess

I his denporcant essay o che SEHA-Halferin' in 1998, the lare Professor
Frank Brovee observed thar * e seturs of Asia to marizime premacy,
atehough abnndandly dovamenred o ehe professional maritiome maslia, hay por
ver been reflecred in the Tustoncal biterauree’. Theee has been muach progress
o that frone in ehe decade stnce, thoagh in Hairmess @ b o be sad thar rhe
worhd of mantme historical scholarstap - o Englash ar least — 5 soill ofien
depressingly Medmeroanpo- Arhgscise a fons,

§5 Srephanie Larh's celebratory volure for the iverh Anmiversary of
the Hong Kong Shipowness” Associacion parr of this beluesd coming of age
aof Assany marstime historyd Oicher thur i ehie Tagger domvain of seminlogy, the
srswer s laegely "No'

The book forcably reminds one of Prank Brosee's characrerizaion of
rhiat extelled e vision and vieones of their sucoessive feaders . almoss
exelnsively based on maeerial thar was available jo the public arena, such as
annwal repores”, This volume s very maeh i choee cradicional vein aned does
nuthing o pesvidde the serely needed dpedate sl expansion of Barucl Boxer's
path-breaking and much negleceed Qoan Shippeng sn the Evelorion of Hong
Koy,

Thar sardd; Srephanie Zarach writes well and the book 15 & pleasame
and well<iflustrared, W unchallenging, read. There s much anvcdoee and
webier colour, though e whede s prabably more of interess to shipping
aydusery tnsiders” (and Hong Kong shipping mdustey insiders o thaed than
o magitene historans or the genenal rewler. Potentsad ceaders do need 1o be
warned abour e misleading sub-utde. This s quite emphaccaily NOT ‘the
seraackalle scory of she Hong Kong shipowners”, Indeed o0 would be fuir 1o
sy thar Hong Kong's awn ship-owners, strting wish the emarkable Kwok
Ah Cheeng (alins Kwok Kam Chenng, Bwok Siu Chusg and Kwok Ching
San) eoce che P&UY Company’s compradore, who owned some sixtesn steam
wvissels by ehie time he died in TESH, are conspicuous by their absence.

Mg Zarach's book s a celebration of Hong Kong's modern post Second
World War shipping industry and irs dominane plavers. The neain charscrers

.




